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ENGLISH 2009C (002): LITERATURE AND HUMAN VALUES 
FAITH, SURVIVAL, PROGRESS 
Robin L. Murray 
Coleman 311 
Office Hours: MWF: 
F: 
Texts: 
9-11 
3-5 
Sophocles. The Tbeban Plays 
Office phone: 581-6985 
Home phone: 345-7983 
e-mail: cfrlm@eiu.edu 
rmurray@Worthlink.net 
Dickinson, Emily. The Complete Poems of Emily Dickinson 
Crow Dog and Erdoes. Crow Dog: Four Generations of Sioux 
Medicine Men 
Morrison, Toni. The Bluest Eye 
Reynolds, Sheri. The Rapture of Canaan 
Purpose: Will explore works from several genres and a variety of 
historical and cultural contexts from the perspective of faith, 
survival, and progress. We will read these works for both their 
aesthetic value and for their representations of human values, so 
will consider both their cultural situatedness and their 
relevance for readers of today. In your reading responses, your 
essays, and your examination responses, you will have the 
opportunity to develop your initial responses to and 
interpretations of these works -- such writing will allow you to 
develop your ideas with coherence and precision. 
Scope: We will be reading early Greek drama by Sophocles, poems 
by Dickinson, Native American nonfiction by a Sioux medicine man, 
and two twentieth-century novels. You will write in and out of 
class Reading responses and two typed essays of about 3 pages 
each. The short essays will either develop ideas from your 
reading responses or examine a new perspective of one of your 
readings. You wil l also complete take-home midterm and final 
examinations -- both will include only short answer and essay 
questions . The breakdown of these components is as follows : 
Reading Responses: 
Short Essays: 
Midterm: 
Final: 
30% 
30% 
20% 
20% 
Grading : I wi ll grade your examinations and your reading 
r esponses based mostl y on content (dept h, coherence, development 
wi t h reasoning and evidence), but your writ ing mus t be legibl e 
and comprehensible, or i t will f a il. I wil l grade your e ssays on 
both content and composit i on (or ganization, style, g r ammar , 
mechani c s ) . If writing is radically flawed in its compos ition, 
it may fai l. You will be allowed to rewri te one of your ess ays 
for a new grade . The scale I use is a simple one . For exampl, , 
a s core between 90% and 100% is i n the "A" r ange; an 84% is a 
"B-" and an 86% is a "B+ . " 
Attendance: I expect you to attend class regularly since your 
presence and participation is important to the content of the 
course. Some of your Reading Responses will be written in class; 
others will be out of class and will be due on the day designated 
on your calendar. If you do not attend class, you cannot turn in 
your response. You must contact me before class if you will be 
unable to attend -- this will be especially pertinent if an essay 
or exam is due that day. Please get any other assignments from 
classmates. 
Late Work: You must contact me ahead of time if you will be 
unable to attend class when a paper or exam is due. Also, if you 
are having trouble with your first essay, you may turn it in as 
much as two class meetings late. You must turn in all other work 
in on time to avoid a 5% penalty per day. 
Students with Disabilities: 
and wish to receive academic 
Coordinator of the Off ice of 
soon as possible. 
If you have a documented disability 
acconnnodations, please contact the 
Disability Services (581-6583) as 
My Office: Please come and see me in my office any time you need 
to talk about the literature, your assignments, your writing, and 
your grades. If we can't schedule something during my usual 
office hours, I will arrange to meet you at some time of mutual 
convenience. Don't be shy. 
LITERATURE AND HOMAN VALUES: FAITH, SURVIVAL, PROGRESS 
Tentative Course Calendar (Subject to Change) 
Part I: Self, Society, and the Gods 
August 
September 
Mon. 24 First day of classes Intro to course 
Wed. 26 Intro to Greek Drama Read 1st half, Oedipus 
the King 
Fri. 28 Last day to add courses -- Complete Oedipus 
the King 
Mon. 31 Complete Oedipus discussion; Read 1st half 
Wed. 2 
Fri. 4 
Mon. 7 
Wed. 9 
Fri. 11 
Antigone for Wednesday. Response due. 
Complete Antigone for Friday 
Last Day to w/draw univ/ drop course w/no grade 
Complete Antigone discussion 
No Class -- Labor Day 
Response due. Wrap up Greek Drama 
Discussion of Essay topics and Reading Response 
strategies. Bring in Dickinson text on 
Monday. 
Part II: Transcendence and Uncertainty 
October 
Mon. 14 
Wed. 16 
Fri. 18 
Mon. 21 
Wed. 23 
Fri. 25 
Mon. 28 
Wed. 30 
Fri. 2 
Introduction to reading Dickinson 
Dickinson (Poems to be announced) 
Dickinson 
Dickinson Response due. 
Dickinson 
Dickinson 
Wrap up Dickinson. Response due. 
Introduction to other views of Faith, 
including Native American. 
Essay 1 due. Introduction to Sioux Medicine 
Men; Read Crow Dog 1-62 for Monday 
Part III: Spiritual Leadership and the Spirit Path 
Mon. 5 
Wed. 7 
Fri. 9 
Mon. 12 
Wed. 14 
Fri. 16 
Mon. 19 
Read Crow Dog 64-113 for Wednesday 
Read Crow Dog 115-168 for Friday 
Read 169-243 for Monday (wrap up Crow Dog) 
Wrap up Crow Dog ; Response due. 
Pass out and discuss Midterm -- last day drop 
w/no grade 
Discussion of Essay topics 
Midterm due -- Introduction to the novel 
Part IV: Nightmares and Mysteries of Yearning and Fulfillment 
Wed. 21 Faith from an African American perspective; 
Read The Bluest Eye 1-57 for Monday 
Fri. 23 No School -- Fall Break; Last day w/draw fr/ 
course/ univ w/ W's 
Mon. 26 Read The Bluest Eye 61-93 for Wednesday; 
Response due. 
Wed. 28 Read The Bluest Eye 97-131 for Friday 
Fri. 30 Last day w/draw fr/univ for pro-rated tuition 
Read The Bluest Eye 132-183 for Monday 
November Mon. 2 Read The Bluest Eye 187-206 plus "Afterward" 
for Wednesday 
Wed. 4 Wrap up The Bluest Eye; Response due 
Fri. 6 Last day to w/draw fr/ course w/ WP/WF; Discuss 
Essays 
Mon. 9 Essay II due (over Crow Dog or Bluest Bye or 
both). Introduction to Sheri Reynolds; Read 
1-41 Rapture of Canaan for Wednesday 
Wed. 11 Read Rapture of Canaan 41-81 for Friday 
Fri. 13 Read Rapture of Canaan 81-122 for Monday 
Mon. 16 Read Rapture of Canaan 122-160 for Wednesday 
Wed. 18 Read Rapture of Canaan 160-200 for Friday 
Fri. 20 Read Rapture of Canaan 200-240 for Monday the 
30th; Response due 
Mon-Fri 23-27 No Classes -- Thanksgiving Recess 
Mon. 30 Read Rapture of Canaan 240-280 for Wednesday 
December Wed. 2 Read Rapture of Canaan 280-317 for Friday 
Fri. 4 Wrap up Rapture of Canaan 
Mon. 7 Last Response due 
Wed. 9 Review for final; Rewrites of essay due 
Fri. 11 Last day of classes; Hand out and discuss take-
horne final 
Mon.-Fri. 14-18 Finals week 
